To achieve the SDG 3 target to reduce the SA under-5 mortality rate from 37 -40 deaths per 1 000 live births to the required target of ˂25 per 1 000, a 37% reduction is required. [1, 11] Previously unprioritised health issues, including CDs, must now be addressed for this target to be reached. The literature is clear on the role of comprehensive medical genetic services in significantly reducing child mortality. With an infant mortality rate of 27 -33 deaths per 1 000 live births, SA is long past the point of 40 infant deaths per 1 000 live births, when countries should implement these services. [1, 8, 10, 16, 23] To meet SDG 3 by 2030, the role of CDs in neonatal, infant and child mortality must be comprehensively addressed as a priority in SA.
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